1. IT’ S A STUDENT’S LIFE 
WARM UP

1.1 (p. 1)

a. Following a medical course certainly involves a substantial financial investment in books, fees, taxes, intensive revision courses and for the students who live on their own household bills also.
b. By the end of my medical courses I will have spent about (personal answer).

c. Students may answer as follows: My family is financing my studies / I am economically independent and I live on my own, I work as…(personal answer).
d. I am good at (personal answer) /I am interested in (personal answer). For these reasons I would like to develop (personal answer) and specialise in (personal answer).

e. Students may list hobbies and interests among the following categories: sport, music, do-it-yourself, reading, cinema, TV and mention whatever they like to do whenever they are free from lessons and study.
f. Students may discuss on how much time they spend studying and which methodology they use to achieve their university goals (group/individual preparation, intensive revision courses, etc.)
TEXT 1

EXERCISES

1.2 a. Reading Comprehension (p. 3)

a. The survey found out that the average debt has considerably increased.
b. The survey was carried out in Autumn 2004.

c. MORI interviewed students in full time undergraduate and postgraduate education in the UK.

d. The report covers the capacity of students to manage their money, job, leisure time, household, political and criminal issues.

e. Students love  oing to the pub

f. They spend £20 a week on the average. Considering a sample of twenty students, it was found out that between £51 and £100 are spent in a typical week.

g. The government is considering a system of maintenance grants and higher taxes for graduates.

h. They are generally satisfied and happy with the university experience.

b. 

a. 1,063: the number of students questioned for the survey.

b. 26: percentage of debt increase in one year.

c. 16: percentage of debt free among the surveyed.

d. 43: percentage of students who had a part time job during courses.

e. 29: working hours per week.

f. 86: percentage of students owning a mobile phone.

g. 9,732: average amount of debt owed by medical students increased in one year.

h. 13,350: the average amount owed when students qualify as doctors.

i. 40: percentage of finalist students proportional to students who owed £15,000.
j. 30,000: the highest amount of money documented in the survey.
1.3 Vocabulary building (p. 3)

a. a survey

b. hardship

c. pursuits

d. bills

e. recorded

f. overwhelmed

g. affluent
h. grant

i. soaring

j. finalists

GRAMMAR REVISION

1.4 Gapfill (p. 4)

	Past
	Present
	Future

	Simple: was based; was/were; questioned; found; had; owed; recorded; said. 

All these verbs are used to express situations happened in the past. In particular, they describe the 2004 survey 
	Simple: provides; covers; is/isn’t/are; spends; have; own; finish; think; hope; believe.
All these verbs are used to express situations which happen routinely or which state an opinion/belief/hope. The action is permanent.
	Going to: are going to do; are going to carry out; am going to finish; am going to specialise.

These verbs are used to express the subject’s intention for the future.

	Continuous: was raising; were working; were having. 

All these verbs are used to express situations which started in the past and lasted for some time.
	Continuous: is soaring; are experiencing; is considering; are spending. 
These verbs are used to express a situation which is happening at the same time of speaking/writing. The action is temporary.
	Continuous: are meeting.

This verb is used to express a situation which has already been planned for the future.

	Present Perfect: has increased; has found.
These verbs are used to express situations which started in the past and are not finished yet. They are somehow connected with the present.
	
	Will: will owe; will worse; will give.
These verbs are used to express predictions.


1.5 Gapfill (p. 4)
1. is picking

2. believe

3. suggests

4. are shunning/shun
5. collected

6. interviewed

7. were studying

8. were considering

9. classified

10. have

11. counted

12. rose

13. declined

14. have confirmed

15. hasn’t changed

16. haven’t chosen

17. identifies

18. am considering

19. am weighing

20. am also thinking

21. want

22. are

23. am taking

24. value

1.6 Gapfill (p. 5)

a. come out/are coming out

b. will be

c. isn’t attending

d. are arriving

e. will be

f. is the government going to do…?

g. are going to put

h. will improve

ACTIVITIES

1.7 a./b. Speaking (p. 5)
Suggested questionnaire

1. Which speciality are you going to choose? I’m going to choose (personal answer).
2. How long does the course last? The course lasts n. years.
3. Where are you going to attend your specialisation course? I’m going to attend my specialisation course in (name of the location, university, town).
4. Are there any specific reasons for your choice? I’m seriously considering this kind of specialisation because I’m good at…/I’m interested in…/I would like to improve…etc.
5. Which factors may your choice depend on? Financial/emotional factors/sudden personal events. I would like to economically independent but I need to see my family regularly because (personal answer)/ I would like to develop the research in a specific field (personal) and for this reason I would move to another city/country because there I would have more chance to do what I like/to earn a better salary than in here. I would like to spend a period in Africa in order to help doctors and humanitarian organizations which are doing a fantastic job there for the poor people.
6. Does the specialisation course involve a selection procedure? Yes/No. Students have to pass a written exam first, then they have to pass an interview. You have to get (…) mark to pass the selection/Students have to pass a written multiple choice test./ There aren’t selection procedures but students have to show a mark average from the previous studies. 
7. How do you expect your future will be influenced in terms of career and human experience? Salary/Personal satisfaction/success/travelling/family etc. I expect I will earn at least (personal) a month, If I manage to achieve my specialization I will fulfil the dream of my life, I will have the opportunity to travel around the world for attending conferences/I will have success/I will give opportunities to my children to study and travel as well.
TEXT 2

EXERCISES
1.8 Reading Comprehension (p. 7)

a. False

b. True

c. True

d. True

e. False

f. True

g. False

h. True

i. True

j. False

1.9 Vocabulary building (p. 7)

a. 6

b. 10

c. 2

d. 9

e. 1

f. 7

g. 4

h. 5

i. 8

j. 3

GRAMMAR REVISION

1.10 Sentence Transformation (p. 8)
a. Mark, who has a radio programme on BBC1, worked in A&E.

b. He has to travel to London every week, which he doesn’t like.

c. Emma B, who co-hosts the show, likes working with Mark a lot.
d. It’s not always easy to help people, whose problems are sometimes very complicated.

e. I try to reply to the e-mails which I receive from listeners.

f. I didn’t like the hospital where I worked for two years.

g. Mark replied to an advert (which) he saw in BMJ.

h. I can’t always give advice to people who phone in asking for help.

i. Mark, who hasn’t changed a lot since his student days, still likes partying. 

j. The show, which started a year ago, usually has a specific topic each week.

1.11 Gapfill (p. 9)

1. most important

2. less tiring

3. less

4. less
5. more

6. as

7. longer

8. as

9. biggest

10. more

11. better

12. best

 ACTIVITIES
1.12 Listening Comprehension (p. 9)
	Written Text
	Listening

	Belfast
	Dublin

	Emergency job in Manchester
	Emergency job at Nottingham

	North west region for two years
	North east region for three years

	Radio 1 job ad in the BMJ
	Radio 1 job ad in the Lancet

	Wait for two months
	Wait for three months

	my hair was shorter
	My hair was longer

	Rugby
	Tennis

	Engineering
	Architecture

	My best mate
	My girlfriend

	On air for four or five minutes
	On air for ten minutes

	A good dad
	A good DJ

	I find travelling to London enjoyable
	Travelling to London is a bit annoying

	Emma B
	Ann B

	On every Sunday night on BBC
	On every Saturday night on BBC1


TEXT 3

EXERCISES

1.13 Reading Comprehension (p. 11)
a. It helps students study properly, putting in evidence the main ideas of what is to be studied and improving learning.
b. He thinks that attendants were not involved enough and the lesson was too content-centred, which seems to be useless nowadays.
c. According to Jasmine only few Viennese students go on revision courses because they attend not only courses, but also lectures and seminars from which they can add more to their knowledge.
d. The difference lies on the fact that the Dutch medical degree isn’t considered as hard as in other countries, so extra courses aren’t thought to be useful. Portugal, instead, doesn’t provide such courses at all.

e. In Egypt almost half of all students attend private courses to complete topics which haven’t been dealt with during the year.

f. They can ask for loans to help them pay for these courses.
g. There was a case of cheating during the final exam. Not only the results were put off, but this became a scandal.
h. They ask students who have already passed the same exam about topics, they study in groups to compare their feedback and they can study on the Internet.
i. According to the organizers, students find these courses helpful.

j. Two categories of students. The former are those who are only interested in improving their mark average, the latter are those who are really interested in what they are studying.
1.14 Matching (p. 11)

a. 4
b. 3
c. 2
d. 1
e. 5

1.15 Vocabulary building (p. 11)

a. crammer
b. to roll up your sleeves
c. to sign up for their professional malpractice cover
d. hard/tough
e. thriving
f. fee

g. a two tier system

h. pool
GRAMMAR REVISION

1.16 Gapfill (p. 12)
a. may/might/can/could
b. mustn’t 

c. will we be able 
d. can’t

e. may/might/can
f. could/may/might

g. don’t have

h. couldn’t

i. must

j. couldn’t

1.17 Sentence transformation (p. 13)

a. Pre-exam courses are run by the MDU and the MPS in the UK.

b. Some students were caught cheating during the exam.

c. A fee is charged by external organizations.

d. Students satisfaction is evaluated using questionnaires.

e. The same multiple choice questions are often repeated.

f. The publication of the exam results was postponed.

g. Large amounts of money for this type of exam preparation are paid by some students.

h. In the past students were assessed for their pure factual knowledge.

i. Loans are offered by banks to students with limited financial resources.

j. All students were examined at the end of the course.

ACTIVITIES

1.18 WRITING (p. 13)

Revision courses are intended to prepare students for the final exams. They provide to be useful because they generally teach students how to organize the amount of their study and how to take in topics. Generally, students consider to attend these courses for two main reasons: the former is an attempt to improve their mark average, the second is an inner motivation to develop their knowledge. 

In the UK the Medical Defence Union and the Medical Protection Society are the two main providers. MDU, in particular, is said to be too much centred on the contents rather than on learning methods. The attendance varies according to countries. In Austria, for example, only a few students attend preparation courses because they develop the topics dealt with in their lessons thanks to lectures and seminars. In Holland, students don’t need to attend these courses because medical studies are said to be not so difficult as in other countries. In Portugal there aren’t preparation courses, whereas in Egypt half of all students attend private courses. Things are different in the USA where costs are prohibitive for less rich students, even though these last can ask for loans.
One of the problems which emerges when discussing on the utility of these courses is the problem fairness/unfairness. In Leeds students were found cheating, which proved to be a scandal and caused the delay of the results. The reason for this incident is likely due to the fact that students study in groups in order to compare ideas and control their preparation, but the risk is that candidates find the same questions of previous exams. Indeed, this risk involves a problem of ethical justice within the educational system.
On the whole, these courses may be evaluated as helpful, however, educational interventions and measures such as student satisfaction questionnaires may be taken into account.
