3. DISASTER RESPONSE
WARM UP

3.1 natural events (earthquake, flood, fires, hurricanes, drought); epidemics (SARS), locust invasion, accidents (sudden fall of buildings; terrorist attacks, plane crashes, train collisions).
TEXT 1
EXERCISES
3.2 Reading Comprehension (p.34)
a. It was difficult because the airports were closed.

b. She focused on the people who were trapped in surrounding buildings.

c. Because national travel was impossible and trained volunteers could not reach the restricted area.

d. The National Guard gave everyone face masks and took people to a nearby Red Cross centre. People who started to have breathing problems were taken to area hospitals. 
e. The people who were in greatest need were blind, paralyzed or they suffered from schizophrenia and multiple sclerosis. These people depended on other people’s help but in that case, they were completely left alone.
f. MDOT stands for “multidisciplinary outreach teams”. The plan was organized taking into account that many people were unlikely to be safe at their home because of the terrorist attack. For this reason, volunteers went door-to-door to ask people questions about their health conditions and in case of real emergency they e-mailed to other doctors to accelerate medical help.

g. The outreach teams provided teddy bears for children and told families where they could go for Red Cross assistance in the following days.

h. The plan also included follow-up care. On the whole, the Red Cross volunteers knocked on 5,000 doors.

3.3 Vocabulary building (p. 34)
a. Immediate outreach

b. Triage stations

c. Area hospitals

d. Volunteers

e. Disaster headquarters/ ‘hot zone’
f. Filling prescriptions and providing on the-spot counselling

g. assessment
GRAMMAR PRACTICE
3.4 Gapfill (p. 35)
1. was

2. were floating

3. didn’t think 

4. were

5. was doing

6. were searching

7. came

8. was

9. hadn’t realized/didn’t realize

10. went

11. took

12. were

13. came

14. diagnosed

15. didn’t put

16. had inhaled

17. had taken

18. came

19. started

3.5 Sentence transformation (p. 35)
a. When the tower was hit by a plane people had been at work for a few minutes.
b. Rescuers who had inhaled pulverized cement later fell ill.

c. Many people who had been close to Ground Zero when the accident happened complained of respiratory problems.

d. No sooner the fire-fighters had arrived, the building collapsed.

e. Many survivors were unable to contact their families because the telephone lines had collapsed.

f. Many people in the Twin Towers didn’t realize that an airplane had hit the Twin Towers.

3.6 Verb identification (p. 36)
1. reported (Simple Past supported by “yesterday”)

2. had remained (Past Perfect: reported speech)

3. lost (Simple Past: it’s a past fact)
4. were still struggling (Past Continuous: the moment when the action finished is unknown)
5. had settled (Past Perfect: the action started in the past, specifically at the time of the terrorist attack and still had results on people’s life)
6. were (Simple Past: narration of the facts)
7. hit (Simple Past: narration of the facts)
8. escaped (Simple Past: narration of the facts)
9. continued (Simple Past: narration of the facts)
10. interacted (Simple Past: narration of facts)
11. had initially been (Past Perfect: this action had happened before the following one)
12. was still experiencing (Past Continuous: the moment when the action finished is unknown)

ACTIVITIES
3.7 Listening Comprehension
a. F

b. F

c. F

d. T

e. F
f. T
g. F
h. T
3.8 Speaking (p. 36)
Open Answer
Example:

The impact such an event may have on the public at large is dramatic for many reasons. It is known that there are principles which build up the newsworthiness of an event and the media certainly took into account these principles no the occasion of the attack depicting it as a sensational event, and it really was for some aspects. Actually, such an attack to America emotionally influenced the Western public opinion since the USA are largely considered to be the leaders in many financial economic fields, so a big demonstration of friendship has been manifested from the part of the other countries. However, every day big numbers of people die in wars, religious conflicts and so forth in the countries of the Third World. A question emerges: why aren’t these numbers as sensational as the attack to the Twin Towers? It is not clear how to answer this question being “politically correct”, in any case, it is a matte of fact that the media played and are still playing a big role in giving the news.
At this point, students may tell about what they were doing on 9/11 (When the planes hit the first tower I was doing…), where they were (I was…) and what they did when they heard the news of the terrorist attack to the World Trade Center (I couldn’t believe; I carefully listened to all the TV news; I watched many programmes about the event; I phoned somebody to have more information etc..). Students also may say if their interest in the news continued after that day and why (again the recourse to the media, newspapers and TV news may provide to be a good reason which justifies the great impact this event had on the public at large). Finally, they may say if they have ever been to New York, before the attack and/or after and which impressions they had from such an experience (I had been there on … and I could see the Twin Towers…I came back in…and I was struck/impressed by…the differences were…the American people have changed, they are not the same as before…they seem to be still affected with nervous disorders due to the fear of those days etc.).
TEXT 2
EXERCISES
3.9 Reading Comprehension (p. 38)
a. The sentence refers to the earthquake warning system which didn’t work when the tsunami broke out in Indonesia. By contrast, the epidemics warning system worked when a case of measles was reported.
b. At the time of writing the epidemiological situation is far from being under control.

c. A “science-based approach” is driven by scientific methodology and not by arbitrary misleading analysis.

d. After a disaster the population runs the risk on being affected by forms of epidemics which may provoke another disaster.

e. Waldman showed that vaccine preventable measles infections had helped reduce the mortality rate of children in Ethiopia and Sudan. 
f. The top priorities involved water and sanitation.

g. Waldman and his colleagues have developed a standardized form for reporting epidemics which isn’t suitable for all conditions and in all settings, but it is suitable for (“tailored to”) particular local conditions.
h. The form covers ten illness categories: measles, malaria, dysentery, meningitis, malaria, acute respiratory infections, jaundice, hemorrhagic fevers and any unknown fever, unexplained diseases. It also focuses on tetanus, Japanese encephalitis, hepatitis A and E.
i. Relief agencies had to support the existing disease monitoring systems and expand them to include possible epidemics. 
j. Relief workers’ major concern is the likelihood that malaria and leptospirosis may be spreading.
3.10 Vocabulary building (p. 39)
a. Relief worker

b. Went into overdrive
c. Aftermath of natural or human-made disaters
d. communicable
e. tailored
f. stockpile, an investigation kit
g. blind spot
GRAMMAR PRACTICE
3.11 Vocabulary building (p. 39)
· pumps sucking water: pumps which suck water

· flooded city: a city which is under water because of a flood

· deputy (police) chief: the policeman responsible for something

· drinkable water: water which has maintained its properties and can be drunk

· food supply: amount of food

· stagnant, fetid floodwaters: the flood has brought dirty water and mud

· iridescent oil: oil which has many bright colours that seem to keep changing

· human waste: human beings who have been injured or died because of the flood and are now around

· levee system: a kind of embankment or dike which parallels the course of the river.

· repair crews: group of expert people specialized in repairing

· ruptured levee: broken embankment
· widespread outbreak: extensive spread
· standing water: water existing in a particular place

· breeding ground: piece of earth where infectious insects may reproduce
· recovery teams: groups of people who went door-to door to rescue injured or dead people
· hurricane victims: people who died or were trapped in their houses because of the hurricane
· air and water crews: groups of expert people specialized in rescuing people with helicopters or swimming in the water.
· hurricane-affected states: states which were hit by the hurricane
· body recovery teams: groups of expert people who rescued corpses
· grim task: goal/duty which is unpleasant, depressing and difficult to accept
· flooded homes: homes which were completed covered with water
· mortuary teams: groups of people who take care of corpses once they are rescued
· rescue operations: process of recovering people

· horrid conditions: horrible/decaying physical condition of the corpses
· rescue efforts: action of recovery wit great strenght
· National Guard troops: soldiers belonging to the National guard
3.12 Error correction (p. 40)
Health Effects, immediate health concerns, the primary public health concerns, drinking clean water, food supplies, head injuries, infectious disease outbreaks, insect-transmitted diseases, health services, water systems

TEXT 3
EXERCISES
3.13 Vocabulary building (p. 41)
1. calamity

2. lethal
3. disbursement
4. upgraded

5. manpower

6. allocation
7. transmissible

8. contamination

9. overloading
10. afflicted
3.14 Reading comprehension (p. 43)

a. F
b. T

c. T

d. T

e. T
f. T

g. T

h. T

i. T
GRAMMAR PRACTICE
3.15 Sentence Transformation (p. 44)
a. We won’t be ready for a potentially destructive terrorist attack unless there is more funding.

b. Governments won’t object to increasing their spending in this area as long as they realize that preventing natural disasters is possible.

c. Provided appropriate measures are taken, epidemics can be contained.

d. On condition that more money is available, much more could be done about prevention.

e. Unless we improve our disaster facilities, a bioterrorist attack may be disastrous.

f. Provided task forces are coordinated, disaster response can be fast and effective.
3.16 Gapfill (p. 44)
1. as long as
2. unless
3. although
4. as soon as
5. even though
6. unless

7. or

8. on condition that 

9. otherwise

10. whether

11. or

12. on condition that

ACTIVITIES
3.17 Listening Comprehension (p. 45)
Epicenter: Guandong Province.
When? The first case occurred last November.
Theories on SARS:

1. The first theory depends on the type of patient. The more infectious a person is the more the infection spreads.
2. The second theory discusses on the components of SARS in order to make sure if it really is a combination of viruses.
3. The third theory takes into account any possible connections between SARS and the coronavirus family, which is typical of animals.
Number of deaths in China: from 2 to 55.
Number of people infected: 1,290.
Other areas hit by SARS: Hong Kong.
Possible spreaders: cockroaches.
3.18 Writing (p. 46)
SARS, or Severe Respiratory Syndrome, was first diagnosed in Guandong province not very far form Hong Kong. Doctors are considering which causes SARS may have and they outlined three main theories up to now. The first deals with the high probability for some people to infect other people, the second one deals with the components of SARS and the third one deals with connections existing between SARS and coronavirus family, which is typical of animals.
After the first case of infection had been diagnosed, the Chinese government was criticized for being to superficial in giving the alarm to the rest of the world because they waited too much. 
As far as the victim numbers are concerned, results show that at least 970 people have been infected in the Hong Kong region, 27 have been killed, whereas on world wide scale 106 out of 2,600 people affected have died.

At the moment authorities are monitoring 30 cases in Hong Kong and are investigating cockroaches as the main causes of the infection together with cats, rats and sewage systems in bad conditions.
